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Remarks 

Reconsideration is respectfully requested in view of the above amendments and 
following remarks. Claims 8-10, 12 and 14 have been amended, and are supported, for mstance, 
in Figures 1, 7 and 8 and descriptions thereof. No new matter has been added. Claims 8-10 and 
12-14 are pending. 

Claims 8-10 12, 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lake 
(U S Patent No. 3,735.738) in view of Newman (U.S. Patent No. 5,435,270) and Kikuta (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,427,060). Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection, and respectfully requests 
reconsideration in view of the following comments. _ 
The present invention of claims 8-10 provides an improved wall mountable aquanum. Jj» 
Claims 8-10 recite being concealed by a background setting of the accessory, the background C/J 
setting being a sheet extending along a width of the rear waU and in front of the pipe, the pme 
extending from the pump to reach above the trough. (F.gures 1, 7 and 8. and Page 7, hnes 4-6.) A 
tank is provided in a configuration including a background setting 2 that can completely conceal 
a pipe and conduit that may be located at rear corners of the aquarium. (Page 10, lines 13-14.) In ^ 
this manner, the aquarium of the present invention allows for a realistic wide-screen picturesque jr^ 
background that improves upon known aquariums having enhanced displays on a back wall The 
aquarium of claims 8-10 allow for the operational parts of an aquarium to be concealed. Further, 
the other member of the accessory can conveniently be removed for cleaning or replacement. 
(Page 11, lines 3-5, Page 10, lines 23-25, and Figures 1 and 7.) 

Lake, however, does not teach or suggest the features of claims 8-10. As noted m the 
Office Action, Lake does not disclose the disposition and operation of the filter trough, grate and 
pump structures. More particularly, Lake does not diselose being concealed by a background 
setting of the accessory, the background setting being a sheet extending along a width of the rear 
wall and in front of the pipe, as required by claims 8-10. Lake does discuss a frame member 4 
conceding heating and light structures that are disposed on an outside of a sidewall 88. The 
sidewall 88 separates the heating and lighting structures from the transparent face 24 so as to 
hide the structures behind the frame 4. Uke provides no pipe structure for a pump and grate, 
which is concealedbyabackground setting. Thus. Lake does not disclose the features recited by 
claims 8-10. For at least these reasons, Lake does not teach or suggest claims 8-10. 
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Kikula and Newman do no. provide what is mining from Lake. Particularly, to cited 
reference, do no, .each o, suggest a pipe being concealed by . background setting of the 
accessory, to background setting being a shee, extending along a width of to rear wall and u, 
fiom of to pipe as required by claims 8-10. (Figure, 7 and g and Page 7. Unea - 
direct to a screen 1 for an aquarium tot conceals a pump mechanism water conducting seetion 
4 (Col 2 U„ea41-47attdFigure S la^5)Kikn.a > however,doe S no,di S closetobackgr<H.nd 

setting of'claima g-10. Kikuta provides tts screen 2 that i. self supported inside to tank by «a 

Wl Kikuta only conceals a conducting section for a pump and may conceal a heater wtale 
providing holdere for concealing such structure, Thus, Kikute does not teach or suggest a 
background setting structure of claims 8-10. 

Newman does no, disclose to background setting of claims 8-10. Newman d,scusses an 
aerator 22 a, to depth of to tok 3. (Col. 2, lines 35-38 and Figure 1.) Newman also discusses 
in S er1ingatoplayb^ndto.ank3»dwitotoft OT e t ofnrmshus.Mcomm W c,al 

advertisements. (Col. 4, linea 42-46.) Newman, however, does no, disclose m pump tube 21, 25 
as being concealed and does no, disclose a display inside to lank ,o conceal to pump. In fact, 
Newman's pump mbe is exposed and viewable through the fron, wall 1 1 . (Figure 1 .) Thus, 
Newmandoesno„eachorsugg=s,tobackgroundaettingsttu«ureofcla.m S 8-10. 

Accordingly, Kikuta and Newman fail to remedy to deficiencies of Lake. For a, leas, 
tose reasons, Applicant respectfully submits to. to cited references either alone or m 
eombination, do no, reach or suggest to feMures of claims 8-10 and wouldno, anive a, any 
advantages enjoyed by to fcahnes of said claims. Applied submit .hat claims 8-10 and 
dependent claims therefrom are patentable over to references Cod. 
' Favorable reconsideration and widtdrawal of to rejection ia respectfully requested. 
Claim 14 is rejected under 35 O.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lake (crted 
shove) in view of Newman (cited above). Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection, and 
respectfully requesB reconsideration in view of the following comments. 

Lake and Newman have been discussed above. Chum 14 recites a background setung 
fixed inside to .at* to. is close lo and covering to res, wall. The background setting berng a 
shee, to, extends close to and covering to left and right side walls, tinning smoontiy round to 
eomers between to walls. The present invention of claim 14 provides an improved wall 
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moumable aquarium. A a* - P™vided ™ » coition including . backed shee, M «. 
comply a pipe and end*, that may be located at rear eomers of *e aquanum. (Page 

10 lines 13-14.) In this manner, the aquarium allow, for a realistic wide-screen picturesque 
background that imptoves npon known enhanced displays on aquarium back walls, whereby 
operabona. parts are conceal*. Farther, ft. background she* can conv«nen,ly be 
removed for cleaning or replacement. (Page 11, lines 3-5, Page 10, lines 23-25, and F.gures 1 
and 7.) 

Lake however, does not disclose the features of a background setting eovenng a rear 
wal! Newman does no, provide what is missing from Lake, ami does no, provide a background 
setting snucwre as required by claim 14. In fac,, Newman provides an exposed pump <ube and 
only discloses a display ma, is behind the tank. Thus, Newman falls to remedy me deficenotes of 
Lake. Accordingly, Applicant submit mm for at leas, ftes. reasons. Lnke and Newman erther 
d*. or in combination do no, teach or suggee, ,he feamres of claim 14 and would no, enjoy me 
advantages pmvider! by claim 14. Applicant respectfully submhs «ha< claim 14 is patemable over 
Lake and Newman. 

Favorable consideration and withdrawal of the rejection are respectfully requested. 

With the above amendments and remarks, Applicants believe that the claims now 
pending are in a condition for allowance. Favorable consideration is respectfully requested. If 
any further questions arise, the Examiner is invited to contact Applicants' representative at the 
number listed below. 

Please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 13-2725. 
Please consider this a PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME for a sufficient number of 
months to enter these papers, if appropriate. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Merchant&Gould P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 
(612)336^g8^ 

Dated: 6f,M«l£***Y B * Michael D. Schumann 

Reg. No. 30,422 
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